
  

 

ON THE BRIGHTSIDE 
    A WEEKLY REVIEW OF THE SERVICE ACTIVITIES OF THE ROTARY CLUB 

 OF DISTRICT 7120, BRIGHTON, NY 
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Our 52nd Year  October 5, 2008 
Reporter:  Bill Moehle  Editor: Sherri Wood 

The Meeting 
Brighton Rotary welcomed a fellowship delegation of Rotarians and 
their families from the Istanbul Bayrampasa Rotary Club, District 
2420 in Turkey to its September 29, 2008 meeting.  Hawthornes 
opened up the main dining room for our extra large group and our 
two clubs shared a joint meeting.  President Bill opened the meeting 
with the pledge, and with regular songmaster Chuck out of town on 
vacation, pinch hitter Tony Conte led us in song.  Following the 
song, President Bill gave this invocation: 
 

Father, Yahweh, Allah, by whatever name we may know you.  
You have given us the gift of fellowship with our new friends 
from Turkey.  Keep them safe during their travels and look fith 
favor on our project with the schools of Istanbul, so that the chil-
dren there will learn about photography and discover a path to 
learning and a better life. 
 
Tonight is the beginning of the Jewish New Year, Rosh Hasha-
nah.  May this New Year be one of peace and happiness for all of 
our friends and fellow Rotarians celebrating this holiday, and 
may the New Year being us one step closer to peace wherever 
today there is strife.  Rotary shows us the way that people of 
different backgrounds can come together to make the world a 
better place.  Let that message be heard and more importantly, let 
that message be lived so all people can make their dreams real.  
Amen. 

 
Next, we introduced many local guests and visiting Rotarians, in-
cluding our exchange student Camille Adam from Belgium.  Next, 
President Bill introduced our visiting Rotarians from Turkey, start-
ing with President Mujdat Altay of the Istanbul Bayrampasa Rotary 
Club, who each introduced their families who had traveled with 
them.  Special welcome to Orhan and Serap Omay, who were mar-
ried just last year, and who are both Rotarians, and to Suleyman 
Girit, who has visited Brighton Rotary many times and was truly 
responsible for making this fellowship visit possible.  We all recog-
nized our friend, Suleyman the Magnificent! 
 
Following our introductions, President Bill described Brighton Ro-
tary’s new tradition of an International toast, to recognize a Rotary 
club in another country with a special relationship with our own 
club or its members.  Tonight, President Bill honored the Istanbul 
Bayrampasa Rotary Club in District 2420 Turkey with the follow-
ing toast: 
 

Tonight we toast new friends, a new Rotary project and a long 
lasting relationship between the Brighton Rotary Club, District 
7120 and the Istabbul Bayrampasa Rotary Club, District 2420.  
President Mujdat and his Club members are truly leaders in Ro-
tary in Turkey and they have shown the vision and commitment 
to Make Dreams Real for the children of Turkey.  Tonight, as we 
cement our friendship we look forward to a successful effort to 
bring photography to schoolchildren in Turkey and to many more 
visits between our two clubs and our two districts.  Cheers…
salut! 

 

 
Our guests from Turkey provided the 
program for our meeting.  First, President 
Mujdat spoke eloquently about his club 
and the work they do for their commu-
nity.  Many of his delegation are not only 
past Presidents of their Club, but also 

serve their District in various roles.  President Mujdat thanked 
Brighton Rotary for its hospitality and told us how much his 
Club enjoyed their trip to Rochester, and especially the hospi-
tality of Brighton Rotary.  He also told us about the history of 
his club and the service projects they have been involved in, 
and also a great deal of interesting information about Istanbul 
and Turkey.  Turkey is a member of NATO and has applied 
for full membership in the European Union.  President Mujdat 
also showed a film about Turkey, and its major role in the 
world’s economy.  The film documented the position of Tur-
key in Europe and its significant tourism, financial and trade 
industries. 
 
   Over the week-end, Rotarians from both Clubs enjoyed a 
tour of the Fox Run Winery and a picnic at Ellison Park.   
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News from The September 29 Meeting 
 
 
Hike for Haccamo 
 
Alison Rich reminded the Club 
that it’s “crunch time” for the 
upcoming Hike For Haccamo on 
October 12.  She distributed a 
sign-up sheet for volunteer op-
portunities such as “spotters” at 
Locks 32 and 33 or helping with 
registration.  If you have not yet 
signed up for this event, please contact Alison immediately.  
 
  
 LPGA/Camp Haccamo Opportunities 
 
Chris Tilley outlined for the Club the four possible fundraising 
options which the Children’s Success Fund Special Events, LLC 
(the organization now responsible for/running the LPGA) is of-
fering to Rotarians.  They are: 
 
    The Putting Contest - For a fee of $15,000 to the Tournament, 
we can continue to sponsor this event, which provides an oppor-
tunity for disabled children to putt with local celebrities.  All 
proceeds of the contest (after payment of the $15,000 fee) will 
benefit Camp Haccamo, and there is a “promise” of a $25,000 
grant from the Mendick Foundation to support this, in addition to 
other fundraising opportunities. 
 
    Holiday Mall Sales - Rotarians would need to staff shifts at 
Marketplace, Eastview and Greece-Ridge Malls for a twenty day 
period in December, selling tournament and raffle tickets.  Pro-
ceeds in excess of established sales goals would be donated to 
the Camps.   
 
    Sale of Hospitality Tables - A ten percent commission can be 
earned for each corporate hospitality table sold.  Tables cost 
$7,000 for the week and include food and beverages for eight 
people.  
 
    Concession Volunteers - Rotarians can earn $20 per shift 
working at one of three concession venues at the tournament, 
doing cooking, serving, cashiering, and clean-up.   There is a 
need for volunteers to cover about 450 shifts throughout the tour-
nament.   
       
   After considerable discussion, the Club indicated an interest in 
pursuing the putting contest option, which we have staffed and 
supported in the past, as well as an indication that if the “pot” 
were to be sweetened somewhat, possibly the concession staffing 
might be possible.   

 
Eastern Cities Dinner 
 
This year’s Eastern Cities Dinner, sponsored by the Rochester 
Rotary Club, will take place on Wednesday, October 29 at the 
Riverside Convention Center.  The featured speaker will be RI 
President BK Lee of Korea.  As always, the Club will sponsor 
the attendance of all new members, by anyone else who wishes 
to attend is more than welcome, and should contact President Bill 
Moehle.  The price is $42.00 per person. 
 
Pancake Day 
 
Brighton Rotary Pancake Day Chair Rick Marchese spoke about 
preparations for Pancake Day, October 23.  This is Brighton Ro-
tary’s main fundraiser to support our service projects, and with 
less than one month to go, we all need to work hard to sell post-
ers and tickets, so Brighton Rotary can continue to “Make 
Dreams Real.” 
 

More Photos from the Week-end with the Turks 
  Breakfast at the Schwarz’s:  Elaine; Deniz, Suleyman, Beren, &          
   Oya Girit 

  Picnic at Ellison Park 
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Reminder - Dues are Due 
 

   Dues for the first half of this year are now due.  Please make 
your check in the amount of $100.00 payable to Brighton Ro-
tary and send it to PO box 18141, Rochester, New York 14618.  
Or you can always seek out Treasurer Tony Conte and pay at a 
regular weekly meeting.   

Rotary Club of Brighton 
PO Box 18141 
Rochester, NY 14618 
 
William W. Moehle, President  
Gary LaRusso, President Elect 
Lauren Blew, Secretary 
Larry Wetzel, Assistant Secretary 
Tony Conte Treasurer 
Bob Monaghan, Sergeant at Arms 
Past President:  Rick Blevnis 
Email: brighton@rotary7120.org 
 

Useful Links 
 
Brighton Rotary Web Page where you can: 
Read current and back issues of “On The Brightside”. 
See photos of recent events.  
Download stationery and other club forms (Password req’d). 
  Go to: www.clubs.rotary7120.org/brighton1 
 
District 7120 Web Page where you can: 
View the latest District Announcements. 
Check other club meeting locations. 
Find contact nfo for any Rotarian in District 7120 
 (Password req’d). 
Plus much more 
Go to: www.rotary7120.org 
 
Rotary International Web Page where you can: 
Check on Rotary Clubs around the world. 
Get info on the latest international activities and projects. 
Download forms and graphics. 
Go to: www.rotary.org  
 

Calendar 
October 
6th, Monday - Hawthorne’s -Salvatore Parato, The Deaf Community 
11th, Satuday - Bocce Tournament, Buckland Park 
12th, Sunday - Hike For Haccamo 
13th, Monday - Hawthorne’s - Patricia Leva, Junior Achievement 
20th, Monday - Hawthorne’s - Pancake Day Preparation  
23rd, Thursday - Pancake Day, 12 Corners Presbyterian Church 
27th, Monday - Hawthorne’s 
29th, Wednesday - Eastern Cities Dinner, Convention Center 
 
November 
3rd, Monday - Hawthorne’s - D & C Columnist Mark Hare 
10th, Monday - Hawthorne’s - Dan Meyers, Al Sigl, The Man 
17th, Monday - Hawthorne’s - Tom Wahl & Gayle Jager, UR Class YEA 
24th, Monday - Food-link (Off-Site)  
 
December  
1st - Monday - Hawthorne’s - Nancy Chin, Tibet 
8th - Monday - Mario’s - Holiday Auction (Off-Site)  
15th - Monday - YWCA Holiday Basket Distribution (Off-site)  
22nd - Monday - Hawthorne’s  
29th - Monday - No meeting - Happy Holidays 
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Group Study Exchange is Looking for Participants  
 
This year’s trip will be held in May 2009 in the Rio Grande do Sul 
area of Brazil. Participants need to be at least 25 years old, em-
ployed full-time in a business or profession in our District, and not 
related to a Rotarian.  Send names to Bob Hunt at e-mail:  
Hunt1@rochester.rr.com 
 

Oya Arslanbeck Crushes Grapes 
 
 
Suleyman Girit and 
Ernie Bullock deep in 
conversation 


