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Guest speaker was Susan Kramarsky, Town Clerk/Record Officer for the Town of Brighton. 

 
Susan spoke to us about her job and duties as chief record's officer for 
the Town of Brighton. Last year the town received approx. four hundred 
Freedom of Information Law  (FOIL) requests from both residents and 
nonresidents of Brighton (as compared to 36 requests in 2006 handled by the 
Town of Pittsford).  Susan handled all of those requests, acting as a 
gatekeeper of sorts for the Town.  A citizen has the right to make a FOIL 
request for information on just about anything from the Town, and Susan is 
obligated by law to answer that request within five days. Certain 
categories of records may not be disclosed (such as records that are 
confidential under Federal or State law). Also, Susan cannot and is not 
obligated to provide records to very general requests, such as "Give me 
everything the Town has about snowplowing!" The request must "reasonably 
describe" what you are interested in, and should be made in writing. Susan 
also provided us with a very interesting history of the FOIL, which dates 
back to the LBJ administration. Her job is obviously very difficult, and we 
appreciate the time and dedicated effort she puts into her work. 

 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION LAW FAQ: 

 
Who is subject to the Freedom of Information Law? 
 
Any New York State or municipal department, board, bureau, division, commission, committee, public authority, public cor-
poration, council, office or other governmental entity performing a governmental or proprietary function is subject to the 
Law. Each of those governmental entities is an "agency." The courts are outside its coverage but often must disclose records 
under other provisions of law. The State Legislature is covered by the Freedom of Information Law, but is treated differently 
from agencies generally. Private corporations or companies are not subject to the Freedom of Information Law. 
 
To whom should I direct my request? 
 
A request should be directed to the "records access officer" of the agency, the person having the duty of coordinating an 
agency's response to a request. The request should reasonably describe the records should and you should provide sufficient 
detail to enable agency staff to locate the records. If the agency has email, an email request may be made to the email address 
designated by the agency for such purpose. The subject line of the email should be clearly marked "FOIL Request." 
 
Do I have to give a reason why I want public records? 
 
No. A person requesting records cannot be required to provide a reason or indicate the intended use of the record might be. 
The only instance in which the purpose of a request is relevant is when the request is for a list of names and residence ad-
dresses. Only in that instance is the agency authorized to seek an assurance that the list will not be used for commercial or 
fund-raising purposes; if it is determined that a list will be used for those purposes, an agency can deny access. 
 
Do I have a right to know how government spends money? 
 
Yes. Records reflective of government expenditures are generally available. Also, every agency is required to create a payroll 
record which indicates the name, public office address, title and salary of every officer or employee of the agency. 

Program – The Town and the Freedom of Information Law 
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Calendar of Events 
 

Brighton Rotary 
 
April 23 - Work Night at Foodlink 
May 7 - Early Broadway and pre-Broadway musical comedy 
May 21 - PH/ Citizen of the Year  
June  - LPGA: Signs up on 6/11 and down on 6/24; Rotary Luncheon at Locust Hill on 6/19 
 
 
Rotary District 7120 

                                    May 4-6 - Tri -District Conference @ Turning Stone 
 

Fine Time  
 
 

Tom Wahl made a guest  
appearance and paid a fine of 
$50.00 for his trip to 
Thailand (Tom also brought 
back a flag from a Rotary 
Club in Thailand)! 
 
 

 
 
 

Al Hawn donated $100.00 as a "start up kitty" 
for the Buckland House painting project, chaired 

by Bob Monahan.  
 

Please see Bob to sign up for the painting! 
 
 

 
 
Chuck Turner paid a 
$10 fine for his trip 

to Minneapolis. 

Dust it Off   
 

We are joining with Twelve Corners 
Presbyterian Church and the Brighton 
Police to sponsor a Bicycle Rodeo/Event 
at the Church .  
 
We'll be cooking and selling hot dogs and 
hamburgers to participants and their 
families on Saturday May 19th. 
 
 

Island Girl 
 

Rick Blevins is looking for housing for our  
inbound exchange student next year.  

 
Francesca Pani, is 16 and from Sardinia.  

 
 Hosts need to live in the Brighton school  

district and can host anytime between the end of 
August 2007 and the end of June 2008, for any 
amount of time between two and four months. 

 
If you, or anyone you know are willing to host, 

please let Rick know.  

President “D”  
 

Peter Schwarz took over the “HORNS” at our last 
meeting and will service as Club Prez  

until June 30. 
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Rotary Club of Brighton 
PO Box 18141 
Rochester, NY 14618 
Chartered September 4, 1956 
 
Bulletin Reporters:  Sherri Wood, Deanna Krusenstjerna, Richard 
Blevins, Bill Moehle 
Managing Editor/ Webmaster: Peter D. Schwarz 
Editor: Erik F. Szakos 
Photographer: Peter Schwarz 
Email: brighton@rotary7120.org 
Web page: http://www.rotary7120.org/brighton1 
 

Officers : 
Chuck Turner, Chuck Chapin,  
Peter Schwarz, Bill Hessel, Presidents  
Richard Blevins, Pres. Elect 
Ernie Bullock, Vice President 
Deanna Krusenstjerna, Secretary 
Doug Potter, Asst. Secretary 
Rick Marchese, Treasurer 
William Sheldon, Asst. Treasurer 
John LaRusso, Sgt. At Arms 
Lloyd Bean, Ass’t Sgt. At Arms 
Sherri Wood, Past President 
 
Directors: Bill Moehle, Gary LaRusso, Ron Brand, Al Hawn, Jaye 
Massecar, and RAM Shrivastava 

PLEASE SUPPORT THOSE 
WHO SUPPORT US 

Advantage Professionals 
Allstate Tool & Die 
Anthony Funeral and Cremation Chapels 
Atlas Tool 
Auto Solutions 
Bagel Bin Café 
Bamba Bistro 
Baldwin Real Estate Corp 
Bill and Earl's Garage 
Bonadio & Company, LLP 
Bowen's Sunoco 
Brighton Chamber of Commerce 
Brighton Dental Group 
Brighton High School Interact Club 
Brighton Rotary Service Foundation 
Brighton Securities 
Canandaigua National Bank & Trust 
Cerame's Italian Villa 
Clinton Crossings Medial Center 
Clover Lanes 
Conlon & Company CPA's 
Conolly Printing 
Cortese Auto Group 
Demott & Smith,PC 
Dolomite Group 
Don Allen Agency 
Don Jeffries 
Don's Original 
Dutcher & Zatkowsky Attorneys 
Elegent Gent Hair Salon 
Erik F Szakos, CPA 
ESL Federal CU 
Eugene T Clifford, Esq. 

EveryBody Massage Center 
Eye Openers Optical Fashions 
Firovante Florist 
Frankel, Vogel, Nouros, Karmarsky, Dollinger, 
Heider, Haney, Bronson 
Gallo & Iacovangelo LLP, Attorneys 
Gary Acker 
Gates & Adams Attorneys 
Gates Automotive Center 
Harold F. Grunert, Jr.,  MD 
Harris Beach PLLC 
Harris, Chesworth, etc 
Hawn Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc 
Hawthorne's Restaurant 
Heritage Christian Home 
Hiscock & Barclay Attorneys 
Hollywood Service Center 
HSBC Bank 
Innex Industries 
International Youth Exchange 
Interpretek #130, 
Joe Robach, Senator 
John and Lauren Doyle 
Johnson & Lund Dental Supply 
Judge Karen Morris 
Kenneth Graci CFP 
Key Bank 
Kryger & Kinsky - Landscape 
Kusak, C.J. & Son, Inc 
Larsen Engineers 
Laurel's Design 
Lilac Window Cleaning 
Litron Laboratories 
MCC 
Merrill Lynch, WSG Group 
Moissien Assco, Architects 
Monroe Hardware 
Moore Corporate Real Estate 
MRB Group P.C. 
Music Lovers Shoppe 
Nathanial's Pub 
Nothnagle Realtor, Janice Reding 

Parrone Engineering 
Patrick Printing Co 
Paychex 
Pheterson, Sterns, Calabrese & Neilans 
Piano Works Mall 
RS Miller & CF Fontana DDS 
RLB Planning Group 
Richard A. Kroll, Esq 
Richard Dollinger Family 
Richard Gagnier, MD 
Richmond Landscape and Snow Plowing 
Rochester Athletic Club 
Rotenberg & Company, LLP 
Sardone, Robinson & Schnell 
Scandia House 
Scottie’s Automotive 
Scott Miller Salon & Spa 
Scott's Photo 
Sound Source 
Soyata Computers 
Staples 
Starboard Asset Mgmt 
Swain Hicks Financial Group 
Systems Management & Planning 
Tom Wahl, Morgan Stanley 
Travel Ease 
Tuthill Lighting 
Twelve Corners Mobil and Auto Service 
Twelve Corners Nursery School 
Upstate Cabinet Co. 
Van Zile Travel Service, Glen Skalny 
Vogel’s Collision Sevice 
Wahl Media 
West Fire Company 
Westfall Dental Group 
Wiedemer Cable 
Wm. D. Sheldon, Esq 
Wm. W. Moehle, Esq 
Woods Oviat Gilman, LLP 
University of Rochester Eye Institute 
ZEBB’s Deluxe Grill and Bar 
Zweigle’s  

The Four-Way Test 
Of the things we think, say or do: 

Is it the TRUTH? 
Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
Will it build GOODWILL  

and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?  

  
 

 

Platinum Sponsor: 
Ecovation 



Do not forget your jet and toner cartridges.  Bring them to any 
meeting or to 12 corners Rite Aid. 

ON THE BRIGHTSIDE 
Rotary Club of Brighton, NY  
P. O. Box 18141 
Rochester, NY 14618 
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